
  Page:   A10                 LAMORINDA WEEKLY               925-377-0977            www.lamorindaweekly.com       Wednesday, June 28, 2017

Bridging the journey from 
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

“One satisfi ed client at a time!”

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190 
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

Lynn’s Top Five:  
Summer Fun with your kids without 
smashing the family Piggy Bank
By Lynn Ballou

About this time of year families 
are often scrambling to keep 

kids occupied, while still having 
money in the bank to pay for the 
school supplies needed in just two 
short months. When the chlorine at 
the pool gets to be too much, or you 
are between camps, here are fi ve 
frugal ideas of places just around 
the corner that won’t cause you to 
reach for your fi nancial inhaler.
 1) The Library:  We are so 
lucky to live in Contra Costa Coun-
ty where we have one of the best 
library organizations for families 
and children, with three great local 
branches. This summer’s reading 
program is called Build Your Brain 
and it comes with the usual great 
ideas for reading and learning. 
And, of course, there are many op-
portunities for reading circles. But 
did you also know that your library 
has lots of free or discounted passes 
available online through the Dis-
cover and Go tab for you to use?  
Go to www.ccclib.org to learn all 
about the various activities, as well 
as branch hours.  Bring a picnic and 
head to the park and playgrounds 
afterward for a fun day that’s well 
within budget.
 2) Community Center Activi-
ties:  Again, count your blessings 
for living here within a quick hop to 
three amazing towns, all of which 
have robust classes and activities 
available for summertime fun and 
learning – whether it’s cooking, art, 
science, sports or simply silly play-
time. Check the following links to 
the different communities and look 
for the Parks and Rec tabs on each 
site: www.moraga.ca.us; www.
cityoforinda.org; www.lovelafay-
ette.org.  
 3) Summer Pass to the Zoo:  
My kids loved the zoo and we en-

joyed weekly trips there all sum-
mer. And with Oakland now ex-
panding to include a new restaurant 
and gondola ride, this annual pass 
might be one of your best bets. 
Bring a picnic, and just enjoy wan-
dering or plan your day around the 
shows and feeding schedules. It’s a 
short drive away at a very reason-
able cost.   You also might want to 
look into some day camps. I’ll see 
you there!
 4) Don’t forget Berkeley’s 
Lawrence Hall of Science and 
Tilden Park: I can barely tear my 
granddaughter out of there once 
we get in – and she’s only 2-1/2!  
If you haven’t been recently, you’ll 
fi nd that in addition to two levels 
of great ways to explore and enjoy 
science from all aspects, there is 
now an even more enjoyable out-
side zone with water and sand play.  
You’ll enjoy the café with the great 
views and while you are on the hill, 
think about a trip to Tilden Park’s 
Little Farm to feed the animals (let-
tuce and celery only), enjoy the in-
credible Merry-Go-Round, or our 
family favorite, the Steam Train.  
 5) The garden: This is a great 
time of year to learn about farm to 
table and where our food comes 
from. Scratch out a small patch of 
earth in your yard for your kids to 
dig and mulch. Head to the local 
nursery for a few seedlings – maybe 
tomatoes or zucchini or even beans, 
which can grow fast and be fun to 
harvest. Or if your kids are like 
mine were when they were young-
er, they might want to try their hand 
at growing their own pumpkins for 
Halloween. If you love to attract 
butterfl ies and hummingbirds, ask 
your local nursery for some recom-
mendations about fl owers you can 
use to edge your veggie patch. If 

you are really feeling ambitious, 
build some raised beds that you can 
use again every year. Before you 
start, you may want to visit one or 
two local botanical gardens for in-
spiration.  In Tilden you can go to 
the Native Plant Garden and right 
up from the UC Berkeley campus 
is the beautiful Berkeley Botanical 
Garden. Annual passes are very in-
expensive, and there are many pro-
grams you can all enjoy.  
 I know fi nding the time to take 
your kids to all these activities can 
be diffi cult. Consider setting up 
a driving/babysitting co-op with 
trusted friends and families. Take 
turns different times of day, differ-
ent days or even a week at a time 
to do the driving. Afterward, head 
for some cool fun at the Lafayette 
Reservoir.  Rent a boat, catch a fi sh, 
make a picnic, or play on the play 
structures.  I want to be a kid again!
 Wishing you a summer of won-
derful and affordable memories!
 

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ 

professional and Regional Director with EP Wealth 

Advisors, a Registered Investment Advisory Firm 

in Lafayette. Information used in the writing of 

this column is believed to be factual and up-to-

date, however, we do not guarantee its accuracy.  

This column does not involve the rendering of 

personalized investment advice and is not in-

tended to supplement individualized professional 

advice.  A fi nancial, tax and/or legal professional 

should be consulted before implementing any of 

the strategies directly or indirectly suggested and 

discussed.  All investment strategies have the po-

tential for profi t or loss.

EBMUD says water still safe in 
Lamorinda     ... continued from page A1
 Ironically the past wet winter, 
which allowed the district’s cup 
to “runneth over” with abundant 
water, is partly to blame for the in-
creased THMs as it washed larger 
amounts of organic materials into 

the source water, requiring more 
disinfection leading to more disin-
fection byproducts.
 Additionally, over the past few 
drought years, residents have cut 
back signifi cantly on their water 
use, causing water to sit longer in 
tanks and pipes, necessitating fur-
ther disinfection.
 Lafayette, Orinda and Walnut 
Creek receive their water from 
Pardee Reservoir – a pristine 
Mokelumne River source in the Si-
erra Foothills.
 In fact because of the purity of 
the water source EBMUD Spokes-
person Jenesse Miller said, “Our 
water treatment plants did not 
need the additional treatment steps 
and equipment required to address 
these elevated organics until re-
cently.
 “Improvements are planned 
(and included in our proposed two-
year budget and rates) to provide 
these added systems at our water 
treatment plants to address these 
organics should this issue contin-
ue,” she said.
 EBMUD is currently address-

ing the challenge with increased 
water quality sampling, opera-
tional changes and a new fl ushing 
program. Additionally the district 
is testing THM removal technolo-
gies through a pilot aeration system 
at the Lafayette Water Treatment 
Plant.
 Miller says that the district is 
currently fl ushing pipes in areas 
most affected. “Flushing removes 
sediment and mineral deposits and 
helps maintain a chlorine residual 
within the distribution system to 
ensure the delivery of high quality 
water to customers.”
 Miller explained that EBMUD 
is also considering accelerating 
plans that are already underway. 
“Our fi ve-year capital improve-
ment plans include reliability and 
improvement projects at several in-
line water treatment plants, which 
will reduce disinfection byproducts 
signifi cantly.”
 Miller emphasized that no 
home fi lters are necessary and 
pointed out that at that moment she 
herself had a glass of water on her 
desk — unfi ltered.

$800 / 342ft2 - MORAGA Offi ce Space - Suite C
Premium offi ce space available in Moraga across from 
Rheem Shopping Center and restaurants. Building faces 
scenic Moraga Road. Beautifully landscaped, grounds 
maintenance included.   Available July 1, 2017. 

Suite C, 
342 square feet 
$800 per month 
rent + 
CAM fees 
of $150 per month 

CALL Linda at 
(510) 727-1800 x318 or Email LindaP@5Aspace.com

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING IN WALNUT CREEK  •  OPENING 2020

JOIN US FOR A PRIVATE EVENT & LUNCHEON.
JULY 19TH OR JULY 20TH 

Your place in Walnut Creek - now you can see (and reserve it) for yourself
at the Viamonte Preview Center. Opening in 2020, Viamonte will place you at
the intersection of nature and culture, serenity and vitality, creative cuisine and

cosmopolitan shopping. Adjoining The Orchards, a walkable community of shops,
restaurants and tree-lined walkways in sight of Mt. Diablo, Viamonte is now accepting 

refundable deposits on a limited number of architecturally distinctive residences.

Viamonte at Walnut Creek is a creative collaboration from the team that brings you the well-established Continuing Care Retirement Communities of 
The Tamalpais, The Sequoias San Francisco, and The Sequoias Portola Valley. Viamonte Senior Living is a California nonprofit public benefit corporation
and has sole financial responsibility for the development and operation of Viamonte at Walnut Creek. Benefits applicable to new appointments.

SEATING IS LIMITED.
RSVP: 925-266-3633

165 LENNON LN, SUITE 105  •  WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598
VIAMONTELIVING.ORG

take it all in. make it all yours.

40%
reserved in
3 months

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operate

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com


